
Created as Jacob, Formed into Israel 
Bishop Robert Stearns 

Primary Text: Isaiah 43:1   

“But now, thus says the Lord, who created you, O Jacob, and He who formed you, O Israel: Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you 
by your name; you are Mine.” (Isaiah 43:1) 

God creates every person, but His greater purpose is to form us into who He has called us to become. We may be created as “Jacob,” but 
through God’s work in our lives, we are formed into “Israel.”   

I. Created vs. Formed 

A. Every Person Receives the Gift of Creation 

- Life is God’s first gift to us. 
- We did not choose: 
    - Our parents 
    - Our genetics 
    - Our circumstances 
- We are created by God.   

Key Thought: 
“The created self is not the same thing as the formed self.”   

B. Many People Live Only from a Creation Mindset 

A creation mindset says: 
- I must take care of myself. 
- I must fight for what is mine. 
- My future depends entirely on my efforts. 
- Survival becomes the goal.   

II. Jacob: A Picture of the Creation Mindset 

Characteristics of Jacob 
- Born grasping for advantage 
- A schemer and manipulator 
- Always working an angle 
- Driven by fear and insecurity 

Examples from Jacob’s Life: 
- Grabbing Esau’s heel at birth 
- Deceiving his father for the blessing 
- Manipulating circumstances for personal gain 
- Living as though everything depended on him 



Fear often causes us to: 
- Control situations. 
- Defend our territory. 
- Manipulate outcomes. 
- Trust ourselves more than God.   

III. God’s Goal Is Formation 

God Meets Us Where We Are 
- God loves us as we are. 
- God receives us as we are. 
	 But God Refuses to Leave Us There 

“He will meet us where we are. He will love us where we are. But God does not want to leave us where we are.”   

Formation Often Comes Through Difficulty. God uses: 
- Challenges 
- Disappointments 
- Delays 
- Uncomfortable circumstances 
	 Not to punish us, but to form us.   

IV. The Turning Point: Jacob Was Left Alone 

Genesis 32 - As Esau approaches with 400 men, Jacob’s greatest fears surface. 

His response: 
- Divide the family 
- Divide the herds 
- Create backup plans 
- Continue scheming for survival   

Then Comes a Critical Moment: “Jacob was left alone.”   

The Importance of Solitude 

There is a difference between: 
- Being lonely 
- Being alone 

When we are alone: 
- We confront our fears. 
- We confront our motives. 
- We confront our true condition before God.   



V. Wrestling Leads to Transformation 

Jacob Wrestles Through the Night 

The wrestling represents: 
- Wrestling with ourselves 
- Wrestling with our fears 
- Wrestling with unresolved issues 
- Wrestling with God   

God Uses Wrestling for Formation 

The struggle reveals fear, anger, insecurity, & identity issues 
	 God allows these moments because He is forming us.   

Formation happens when we stop merely surviving and begin surrendering. 

VI. The Blessing Jacob Really Needed 

Jacob’s Request, “I will not let You go unless You bless me.”   

Jacob already had: 
- Wealth 
- Family 
- Position 
- The blessing 

What he lacked was identity.   

The blessing was not more possessions, more success, or more security 
	 The blessing was: A new name.   

VII. From Jacob to Israel 

Jacob 
- Schemer 
- Manipulator 
- Self-reliant 
- Fear-driven 

Israel 
- One who has wrestled with God 
- Transformed by encounter 
- Formed through perseverance 
- Living from a new identity   

The Limp | Jacob leaves with a limp 



The limp reminds us: 
- True strength is not self-sufficiency. 
- True strength is knowing God. 
- Transformation often leaves holy marks on our lives.   

VIII. God Gives New Names 

Many people live under false names: 
- Failure 
- Not good enough 
- Addict 
- Rejected 
- Mediocre 
- Unworthy   
	 But God speaks a new identity. 

Revelation’s Promise | God promises a new name to those who overcome.   

Key Truth  
No one fully understands your wrestling except: You & God 
And God uses that wrestling to shape your true identity.   

Closing Application 
God Created You… 
     But He did not create you merely to remain who you were. 
God Is Forming You… 
     Through every challenge, struggle, disappointment, and season of wrestling. 

Your Invitation 
1. Get alone with God. 
2. Stop relying solely on your own schemes and strategies. 
3. Wrestle honestly with God. 
4. Receive the identity He gives. 
5. Allow Him to form you into who He has called you to be.   

Memorable Quotes from Bishop Robert 
“The created self is not the same thing as the formed self.” 
“God loves us where we are, but He does not want to leave us where we are.” 
“The problem was not that Jacob needed something from the outside in; he needed a new identity from the inside out.” 
“On the other side of your wrestling, there’s a new name.”


