The Father's Voice

Pastor Stephen Jenks
Matthew 3:13-17

Supporting Scriptures:
- Deuteronomy 6:4-9

- Matthew 17:5

- Exodus 3:14

- Zephaniah 3:17

- Malachi 4:5-6

Big Idea

- Before Jesus ever performed a miracle or preached a sermon, the Father publicly affirmed His identity.

- God still speaks this same affirmation over His children today.

- Healthy fathers—and spiritual fathers-are called to receive the Father's voice and then become that voice to the next generation.

Introduction

-Throughout Scripture, God establishes fathers as essential to the spiritual formation of families and society.

- While our culture has increasingly minimized or silenced the voice of fathers, God's design has never changed.
-The answer is not simply trying harder to become better fathers.

-The answer is allowing the Father's heart to transform us first.

The Father's Six Declarations

At Jesus’ baptism, the Father spoke only ten words:
“This is My beloved Son, in whom [ am well pleased.”
Within this declaration are six powerful truths that God still speaks today.

1. IDENTITY
“Thisis..."

God begins by identifying His Son.
Before ministry...
Before miracles. .
Before public recognition...
Jesus was first identified by His Father.

We must receive:

- God knows us personally.

- Our identity comes from Him.

-We are not defined by culture, success, failure, or comparison.

Key Thought
Identity always precedes assignment.



2. VALUE
"My Beloved”

"Beloved” means deeply loved and dearly cherished.
Jesus' value was declared before His accomplishments.

Likewise:

- God's love is not earned.

- God's love is not performance-based.
-We are loved because we belong to Him.

Fathers should continually communicate:
-You are loved.

-You matter.

-Your life has value.

3. RELATIONSHIP & PURPOSE
"My Beloved Son”

God wasn't simply declaring ownership.
He was declaring relationship.
Jesus belonged to the Father's family.

Likewise:
-We have been adopted into God's family.
- Our purpose flows from relationship-not performance.
Purpose grows out of belonging.
4. PRESENCE
“In Whom | Am..."

These words intentionally echo God's revelation to Moses: " AM.”

The Father reminds us:
His presence fills every place where we feel inadequate.

Where we say:
-“I'm not enough.”
-"I've failed."

- "I missed it."

God says:
‘I AM."

His presence accomplishes what our strength cannot.



5. DELIGHT
" . .Well Pleased”

One of the most beautiful truths of Scripture:
God delights in His children.

He doesn't merely tolerate us.
He rejoices over us.

Zephaniah 3:17

- He rejoices over you with gladness.
- He quiets you with His love.

- He rejoices over you with singing.

God's affection toward us is deeply personal.

6. AUTHORITY
"Hear Him"

At the Mount of Transfiguration, the Father repeated the same declaration but added: "Hear Him."
The Father's affirmation also carried authority.

Likewise:
God's affirmation prepares us to speak life into others.

The Father's voice received... becomes the Father's voice released.

APPLICATION

For Fathers

- Speak identity over your children.
- Speak blessing instead of silence.
- Lead with love.

-Walk in your God-given authority.
-Model the Father's heart.

For Young Men
Begin preparing now to become spiritual fathers.
Fatherhood begins long before having children.

For Older Men
Invest in the next generation.
Afatherless culture desperately needs active & engaged spiritual fathers.



For Young Women
Receive your Heavenly Father's affirmation.
Allow His love to shape your understanding of true manhood.

For Everyone

Receive the Father's voice over your own life.

Allow Him to heal distorted images of fatherhood.

Live from His affirmation rather than striving for approval.

KEY TAKEAWAYS

The Father speaks six things over His children:
- Identity

-Value

- Relationship & Purpose

- Presence

- Delight

- Authority

As we receive these truths, we become people who speak them into others.

Questions for Reflection

1. Which of the Father's six declarations do | most need to receive today?
2.Am | living from God's affirmation or striving for people’s approval?

3. How can | intentionally speak identity and life into someone this week?
4.In what ways can | model the Father's heart to the next generation?

Memory Verse
"This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Matthew 3:17 (NKJV)

Closing Prayer

Father, thank You for speaking identity, love, purpose, presence, delight, and authority over our lives. Heal every distorted view of fatherhood
and teach us to hear Your voice above every other voice. Make us people who receive Your affirmation and faithfully speak life into the next
generation. In Jesus' name, Amen.



