The Great Co-Mission

Called to Make Disciples in a Defining Generation

Bishop Robert Stearns
Matthew 28:18-20

Supporting Scriptures
- Ephesians 4:11-13

- Luke 10:2

-Acts 1:8

- Matthew 9:37-38

Big Idea
The Church is not called merely to gather believers but to equip disciples. Every follower of Christ has been commissioned to participate in
God's mission, faithfully investing in the next generation and trusting God with the outcome.

Introduction
Bishop Robert opened by reflecting on two defining realities:
-The world is entering a unique and increasingly turbulent moment.

-The Church must become clearer than ever about its God-given mission.

Rather than responding with fear, God's people are called to greater clarity, greater purpose, and greater commitment to disciple-making.

1.The Church Is a Training Center, Not a Consumer Experience

Many people approach church asking: “What's in it for me?"
But Scripture presents an entirely different picture.

God gave apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers. ..
"...for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry.”

Church is not simply a place to be refreshed.
Itis where believers are equipped and sent into their God-given calling.

Key Thought
Healthy churches produce workers, not merely attenders.

2. We Are Living on Mission Every Day
Jesus’ command begins with one simple word: “Go."
The Great Commission is not reserved for missionaries or pastors.
Every believer wakes each day asking:

- Lord, where are You sending me today?
-Who can | encourage?



-How can | reflect Christ today?
Sometimes our mission is profound. Sometimes it is simply showing kindness, patience, forgiveness, or love in ordinary moments.
3.1tIs a “Co-Mission”

Bishop Robert highlighted the beauty of the word commission.
Itis truly a co-mission.

We are:

- partnering with God,

- partnering with one another,

- serving together for His Kingdom.

None of us carries the mission alone.

A Powerful Rabbinic Saying:
“Itis not your duty to finish the work, but neither are you at liberty to neglect it."

This balance brings both responsibility & peace
God accomplishes His work. Our responsibility is faithful obedience.
4. We Are Called to Make Disciples, Not Simply Converts
One of the central emphases of the message was Jesus' command: “Go therefore and make disciples..."
The Church has often emphasized decisions. Jesus emphasized discipleship.
A prayer begins the journey. Discipleship shapes a lifetime.

Key Thought
Conversion is the doorway. Discipleship is the lifelong walk.

5. Discipleship Requires Uncomfortable Conversations

Perhaps the most memorable statement of the message:
"Discipleship looks like uncomfortable conversations.”

Growth requires loving correction.
Growth requires accountability.
Growth requires speaking truth in love.

Whether discussing:
- generosity,

- character,

- obedience,

- relationships,



- priorities,
real discipleship is rarely comfortable but it always produces maturity.

6. God Thinks Generationally

Jesus commanded His followers to disciple: “...all nations."
God's vision has always been larger than one individual or one local congregation.

The Church carries responsibility:
- to previous generations,

-to the present generation,

-to generations yet unborn.

We are entrusted with keeping the flame of God's presence burning.
7.The Great Commission Worked
One of Bishop Robert's most powerful observations was surprisingly simple: “It worked."

Jesus entrusted the future of His Church to eleven ordinary men.
They were imperfect.
They misunderstood.
They argued.
They failed.
Yet through the power of the Holy Spirit... the Gospel reached the world.

Key Thought
God has always used ordinary people with surrendered hearts.

If He could use them...He can use us.
8. Dream Bigger Than Yourself

Drawing from both the early Church and the founding of America, Bishop Robert reminded the congregation that history is often
shaped by relatively small groups of people fully surrendered to God's purposes.

Great movements begin with faithful obedience.
Not enormous numbers. Not extraordinary resources. But willing hearts.

Key Thought
God delights in using ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary Kingdom purposes.

9. Our Assignment Is Here and Now

The Tabernacle has entered a defining season.
God is calling His people to:
- deeper discipleship
- clearer identity



- greater responsibility
-renewed Kingdom focus

This Church exists to form mature disciples who influence both locally and globally.

Practical Application

This week:

- Ask God daily, "Where are You sending me today?"

- Invest intentionally in one person’s spiritual growth.

- Welcome accountability rather than avoiding it.

- Read Matthew 28:18-20 prayerfully each morning.

- Look for opportunities to serve rather than simply attend.
- Pray for God to expand your vision beyond yourself.

Key Takeaways

- Every believer has a mission.

- Church equips disciples for ministry.

- Discipleship is lifelong formation.

- Growth often comes through uncomfortable conversations.

- We are responsible for faithfulness—not outcomes.

- God's Kingdom advances through ordinary people who simply obey.
-We are called to impact generations.

Questions for Reflection

1.Am | approaching church as a consumer or as a disciple?

2.Who is God calling me to intentionally disciple?

3. What uncomfortable conversation might God be asking me to have?

4. Am [ faithfully participating in God's mission each day?

5.What dream has God placed in my heart that requires His power to accomplish?

Memory Verse
"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations... teaching them to observe all things that | have commanded you; and lo, | am with you
always, even to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20 (NKJV)

Closing Prayer

Father, thank You for inviting us into Your great co-mission. Forgive us for settling into comfortable Christianity when You have called us to
make disciples. Fill us with fresh courage to live on mission each day. Help us faithfully invest in others, embrace the work of discipleship, and
trust You with the results. May our lives leave a lasting legacy that points generations to Christ. In Jesus' name, Amen.



PART 2 — Special Guest Closed the Service with this message

Bless the Blesser

Choosing a Life of Blessing in Every Season

Pastor Mikel French
Ephesians 1:3

Supporting Scriptures
-Psalm 103:1-5

- Deuteronomy 30:19

- Revelation 12:11

- Psalm 34:1-4

- Philippians 4:13

Big Idea

God has already blessed His people with every spiritual blessing in Christ. The believer's response is to become a blessing by first blessing
God. Regardless of life's season, blessing God transforms our perspective, renews our strength, and positions us to overcome.

Introduction

Pastor Mikel began by reminding the congregation that while God's vision is always global, His work always begins locally. Before praying, he
challenged the church to shift its focus from simply asking “God bless America” to asking: “Isn't it time America blessed God?"

1. Blessed People Become Blessing People

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing..." (Ephesians 1:3)

Pastor Mikel noted that blessing God does not add anything to God.
Instead... Blessing God changes us.

As our hearts become filled with worship, gratitude, and praise, our perspective changes.

Key Thought
God doesn't need our blessing.

We need to become people who bless Him.
2. Move Beyond “Bless Me"
Pastor Mikel described the progression of his own prayer life.
He once prayed: “Lord, bless me."
Later he prayed: "Lord, what are You blessing?"

Now his prayer has become: “Lord, make me a blessing."

This is the mature heart of discipleship.



Rather than living to receive blessings...we live to become one.
3. Blessing God Is the Key to Every Season

Drawing from Psalm 103, Pastor Mikel taught that every stage of life has unique challenges, yet every stage has the same solution:
Bless the Lord.

He illustrated this through the five books of Moses, comparing them to the seasons of life:
Genesis — The womb. The hidden preparation before others ever see what God is doing.
Exodus - Birth. A new beginning often comes through pressure.
Leviticus — Learning. Growth requires discipleship, correction, and spiritual maturity.
Numbers — Responsibility. Serving others, stewarding life, and faithfully carrying daily responsibilities.
Deuteronomy - Legacy. Finishing well and leaving faith for the next generation.

Key Thought
No matter the season...the response remains the same: "Bless the Lord.”

4.The Church Is in a Season of Pushing
One of the strongest prophetic moments of the message centered on a single word: Push.

Pastor Mikel described the period between Genesis and Exodus.
Before birth...there is labor. There is pressure. There is pushing.
He declared that The Tabernacle has entered such a season.
God is preparing to birth something new through this congregation.

Key Thought
Pressure is often evidence that God is preparing new life.

5. Never Stop Learning

School is rarely comfortable.
But growth never happens without learning.
He warned that some believers have attended church for decades without continuing to mature spiritually.

Discipleship is not information. Itis lifelong transformation.
6. Remember the Benefits of God
Psalm 103 reminds believers not merely to remember God's gifts. .. but God's character.

David declares:

- He forgives our sins.

- He heals our diseases.

- He redeems our lives.

- He crowns us with lovingkindness.
- He satisfies our lives.

- He renews our strength.



When we remember God's goodness....our faith is renewed.
7. Choose Blessing

Near the close, Pastor Mikel connected Psalm 103 with Moses' final words:
"I'have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing... therefore choose life."

Choosing blessing begins by...Blessing the Blesser.
Our lives become shaped by what fills our minds and mouths.

Key Thought
Blessing is not merely something we receive. It is something we choose.

8. Repentance Begins in the Mind

Pastor Mikel made an important distinction.
In the Old Testament, emphasis often centered on actions.

In the New Testament, transformation begins with:
-thoughts

- attitudes

-words

Thoughts become attitudes. Attitudes become words. Words become actions. Actions shape our lives.

9. Speak Blessing Over Others

Believers are called to:
- reject gossip,
- reject negativity,
- reject destructive speech,
and instead intentionally bless people.

Final Challenge
"Itis my purpose on this planet to see Jesus in every person | meet-even if they don't know Him yet."

Practical Application
This week:

- Begin every day by blessing God before making requests.

-Thank God for His benefits listed in Psalm 103.

- Identify your current season and ask how you can bless God within it.
- Speak intentional encouragement over someone each day.

- Guard your thoughts and attitudes before they become words.

- Replace criticism with blessing.



Key Takeaways

- God has already blessed us in Christ.

- Mature believers become a blessing to others.

- Every season of life requires worship.

- Pressure often precedes new birth.

- Lifelong discipleship produces lifelong growth.

- Remembering God's goodness strengthens faith.

- Our thoughts shape our attitudes, words, and lives.
- Blessing others reflects the heart of Christ.

Questions for Reflection

1. Have my prayers focused more on receiving blessing or becoming a blessing?
2. What season of life am | currently walking through?

3. How can I intentionally bless God in this season?

4. Are my thoughts producing words that build up or tear down?

5.Who needs to hear words of blessing from me this week?

Memory Verse
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ."
Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV)

Closing Prayer

Father, thank You for every spiritual blessing You have already given us in Christ. Teach us to become people who first bless You and then
bless those around us. Help us remain faithful through every season, to embrace growth, to speak life, and to reflect the heart of Jesus in our
thoughts, words, and actions. Make our lives a testimony of Your goodness and grace. In Jesus' name, Amen.



